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SIGNS OF THE LAST T IMES – MARK 13:5–8 103

PREDICT ION REGARDING THE NEAR FUTURE  
MARK 13:9–10 103
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MARK 13:11 104

FRACTURED FAMIL IES –  MARK 13:12–13 104
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FLEE FOR SAFETY –  MARK 13:14–20 104
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MARK 13:21–23 104
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“EVEN SO, COME LORD JESUS” –  MARK 13:28–37 105

PERSONAL APPL ICAT ION – MARK 14:1–25 106

H E ROD’S T E MPLE 
MarK 13:1–2
Three temples were successively built on Mt. Moriah: Solomon’s (ca. 
1,000 BC), Zerubbabel’s (ca. 500 BC), and Herod’s (in the time of Jesus). 
The latter temple was the most magnificent, a complex of buildings and 
courts and porticos. The Herodian Temple, obviously, was the one Jesus 
and His disciples regularly visited where He taught the people, engaged in 
disputations, and which He cleansed on two occasions.

As Jesus came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, 
Teacher, what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!” And Jesus 
said to him, “Do you see these great buildings? There will not be left here 
one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” This prophecy of 
the Lord regarding the utter destruction of the temple was literally fulfilled 
in AD 70 when the Roman general Titus ordered his Roman legions to 
dismantle the temple completely in the hope of finding valuables hidden 
between the stones, as rumors had suggested.

One special condition must be fulfilled 
before Christ returns to judge the living 
and the dead, “The gospel must first be 

proclaimed to all nations.”

Mark
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T H E OLI V ET DISCO U R SE B EGI NS 
MarK 13:3–4
On a slope of the Mount of Olives, overlooking 
the massive buildings of the temple 
compound, Peter, James and John (members 
of the inner circle) plus Andrew, Peter’s 
brother, asked Jesus privately, “Tell us, when 
will these things be, and what will be the 
sign when all these things are about to be 
accomplished?”

To understand Jesus’ reply, we must bear in 
mind that in prophetic utterances a near at 
hand event is sometimes commingled with 
a faraway event. In this instance, the near at 
hand event is the demolition of Jerusalem, 
37 years away; the faraway event is the 
destruction of the world at the end of time. 
The first is the beginning, the second is the 
end. The first is a signal and warning that the 
second will surely come to pass.

SIGNS OF T H E L A ST T I MES 
MarK 13:5–8
Jesus warns that impostors having a 
Messiah-complex will appear and deceive 
many. There will also be wars and rumors of 
war, earthquakes in various places, famines, 
and troubled times.

Note: Often through history, when conditions 
for the human race were horrendous 
(as in the 14th century with its bubonic 
plague or during the Thirty Years’ War 
three hundred years later), many people 
said, “The Last Times are surely upon us.” 
That saying is often repeated today, what 
with social unrest, moral decline, violence 
and overemphasis on sex, drug traffic, 
pornography, and tension between the 
superpowers. But Jesus said, “These are but 
the beginning of birth pains” (13:8).

PR EDICT ION R EG A R DI NG 
T H E N E A R FU T U R E 
MarK 13:9–10
Jesus readily switched from the long-
range view, that of final judgment, to the 
short-range view, that of the destruction of 
Jerusalem. He was able to do so, for with 
the Omniscient One there is no past, present 
and future. The three finite durations appear 
simultaneously in the eternal NOW. He saw in 
one glance both the devastation of Jerusalem 
and the end of the world.

Jesus foretells troubled times ahead when His 
followers will be handed over to ecclesiastical 
courts, dragged into synagogues and there 
flogged unmercifully. They will also be brought 
before governors and kings, accused of 
treason because they refused to burn incense 
in acknowledgement of the supremacy of 
the “divine” Caesar over the divine Christ. 
Before and after the demolition of Jerusalem, 
Christians would be made to endure ten 
persecutions, not only under such emperors 
as cruel Caligula (AD 37–41), and depraved 
Nero in his later years (AD 54–68), but even 
under such a fair-minded stoical philosopher 
emperor as Marcus Aurelius (AD 161–180). 
All this and more would happen on account 
of Jesus, whom His disciples acknowledged 
as the true King and Lord of all — not Caesar. 
They also testified to His Saviorhood. 

One special condition must be fulfilled before 
Christ returns to judge the living and the 
dead, “The gospel must first be proclaimed 
to all nations” (13:10). This condition 
seemed a long way off before radio, 
television, satellite communications, video 
tapes, and multitudinous Bible translations 
came into being, but the distance has since 
been shortened.
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T H E HO LY SPI R I T W I LL SU PPLY 
T H E R IGH T A NSW ER 
MarK 13:11
When the adherents of Jesus are brought to trial, 
they are not to worry about what to say in defense. 
The Holy Spirit will enable them to say the right 
thing, acceptable to the Sovereign Lord, even 
though their profession of faith might mean joining 
“the noble army of martyrs.”

Jesus had previously stated “And do not fear those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather 
fear him who can destroy both soul and body in 
hell...Everyone who acknowledges me before men, 
I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in 
heaven” (Matt. 10:28, 32). “For whoever would save 
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake will find it” (Matt. 16:25).

FR ACT U R ED FA MI LI ES 
MarK 13:12–13
Feelings run high. Irrational actions threaten, and 
hatred is displayed when members of a family, 
community, or atheistic form of government 
challenge the claims of Jesus the Christ. Brother 
shall be pitted against brother, father against 
child, children against parents. No prejudice is 
so insensitive to the well-being of others, even of 
those in the same family, as religious prejudice, 
spawned by hatred of Christ and His Gospel. “And 
you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the 
one who endures to the end will be saved.”   

T H E A B OMI NAT ION OF DESOL AT ION 
MarK 13:14
Jesus’ sobering words about the difficult end times 
include a warning about a specific evil he identified 
as “the abomination that causes desolation” (NIV). 
Nearly two centuries earlier (168 BC), the crazed 
Greek king Antiochus Epiphanes had erected a 
pagan altar to Zeus in the temple itself, something 
the prophet Daniel identified as “an abomination 
that causes desolation” (Daniel 9:27). 

There will be, Jesus warns, some kind of repeat of 
that historic abomination, something his listeners 
will “see...standing where it does not belong.” Does 
He mean another imperial edict to erect something 
pagan in the temple? Does he mean the coming of 
pagan Roman forces onto hallowed ground there? 
This latter explanation, the invasion of Judea by 
Roman legions, who would proceed to lay waste the 
city, the homes, and even the temple itself, seems 
probable. 

FLEE FOR SA FET Y 
MarK 13:14–20
Jesus warns hearers to heed the signs. Mark adds 
an editorial explanation to Jesus’ words: “Let 
the reader understand.” Jesus’ listeners and the 
Gospel’s readers understood the implication well 
enough: the abomination of desolation is on its way 
for sure! Don’t postpone action. Flee in haste. Get 
out of the city as fast as you can, even if it means 
leaving valuable articles behind (13:15–16). “Alas, 
for women who are pregnant and for those who 
are nursing infants in those days! Pray that it may 
not happen in winter” (13:17–18). Unless you get 
out fast, you won’t survive. You can’t imagine how 
grievous the situation will be for those who stay 
behind. Head for the mountains — which a number 
of Christians did and found refuge in the mountain 
town of Pella (P.E. Kretzmann). “And if the Lord 
had not cut short the days, no human being would 
be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom he 
chose, he shortened the days” (13:20).

H EED T H E SIGNS OF T H E COMI NG 
JU D GMEN T DAY 
MarK 13:21–23
Let people of all times and places read the signs 
which precede the Day of the Lord, particularly, the 
appearance of pretended saviors, false Christs and 
false prophets, who claim the power to perform 
the miraculous, who “will perform signs and 
wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. But 
be on guard; I have told you all things beforehand” 
(13:21–23).
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T H E SECON D A DV EN T FOR ETOLD 
MarK 13:24–27
The once orderly universe will be rendered chaotic when Christ returns. “And 
then  they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory,” 
accompanied by angels. Every person shall be brought into conscious contact 
with Him and be made to face the Judge of the quick and the dead, for Christ is 
the Inescapable One. Every eye shall see Him, also they who through unbelief 
have pierced Him.

“EV EN SO, COME LOR D JESUS” 
MarK 13:28–37
REVELATION 22:20
The believers rejoice in the prospect of His Second Coming. They glean a lesson 
from the fig tree. The sprouting of leaves is an indication that summer is near. So 
the signs in the heavens and on the earth are indication of the consummation of 
all things, when our repeated petition “Thy kingdom come” will be fully answered 
in heaven’s bright and endless day.

“This generation will not pass away until all these things take place” means 
either that some of those who heard Jesus speak would be alive at the time of 
the razing of Jerusalem or that the nation of Israel would retain its racial identity 
until the end of all things (13:30).

When will the day of the Lord come? No one knows, not even the Son according 
to His human nature, but the Father only. How are we to comport ourselves 
while waiting? We are to watch and pray. Not only that, but we are to work. For 
the Son of Man is as a man taking a far Journey. While He is absent, He expects 
us to work for the advancement of His kingdom of grace, “each with his work,” 
according to each one’s ability, talent, and strength, “lest he come suddenly and 
find you asleep. Therefore the exhortation, “Be on guard, keep awake. Watch!”

“Surely I am coming soon. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20).

When will the day of the Lord come? No one 
knows, not even the Son according to His human 

nature, but the Father only. 
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PE R SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
MarK 14:1–25

Be gracious to our prayers, O merciful God and guard thy people with loving protection; that they 
who confess thine only begotten Son as God, born in our bodily flesh, may never be corrupted by the 

deceits of the devil; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (St. Ambrose, AD 340).

Mark 14:1–2
1. There were three major festivals of the Jewish people. From the references listed below, give the name of 

the feast and a brief description of each.
 Ex. 23:16a; Acts 2:1

 Lev. 23:34, 42–43

 Ex. 12:1–8, 11–15; Mark 14:1

2. What other name is applied to the Feast of the Passover?

3. Who conspired secretly to take Jesus captive and put Him to death?

4. What precautionary measure did they take to avoid an uprising of the people?

Mark 14:3–9
5. At this point in his gospel narrative, Mark inserts a happening that occurred on the previous Saturday. How 

do we know this? (Compare Mark 14:1 with John 12:1)

6. Who was the woman who poured the expensive perfume over the head of Christ and also anointed His feet? 
(John 12:3) 

7. Why were some of the guests in Simon’s house indignant?

8. Tell what Judas Iscariot said and why he was particularly incensed. (John 12:4–6)
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9. Mary, with deep spiritual insight had sensed the reason for Jesus’ mission, that He must die to consummate 
His work of redemption. How did Jesus defend her act of devotion?

Mark 14:10–15
10. What bargain did Judas make with the chief priests?

11. Who was the prime moving force inducing Judas to betray his Master?

12. What prophecy was fulfilled in Judas’ betrayal? (Ps. 41:9; John 13:18)

13. Which two disciples did Jesus send forth to make ready for the Passover celebration and what instructions 
did He give them? (Luke 22:7–13)

Mark 14:16–25
14. What solemn announcement did Jesus make at the beginning of the Passover?

15. How did Jesus indicate the identity of the betrayer? (John 13:21–30)

 Did the other disciples suspect it was Judas?

16. What New Testament feast was instituted to supersede the Old Testament Passover?

17. Is the Lord’s Supper a feast of remembrance? Or is it a Sacrament whereby there is offered, conveyed, and 
sealed to us the forgiveness of sin? Or is it both? (Matt. 26:26–28; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor. 10:16 & 11:23b–29) 
Explain your answer.

 How do you understand “This is my body… this is my blood?”
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